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Catholic army had already crossed to the southern
bank of the river. Their cavalry and the guns of a
hastily constructed fort kept the King's horse at a
distance from the place of embarkment till the re-
maining infantry and artillery had been ferried
across. Then the Catholic horse retreated along
the river bank to Rouen with such speed that the
Royalists could not intercept them.

But although Farnese had accomplished a feat
which raised to a still greater height his reputation
as the first general of that century, he was far from
having extricated himself from danger. The King
had, even yet, a chance of annihilating his opponents.
They could not shut themselves up in Rouen, which
was but scantily provisioned. Henry IV, saw that
it was possible for him to send his S,ooo cavalry
across the Seine at Pont de TArche to break down
the bridges across the Eure, and delay the advance
of the Catholics until he should have time to throw
himself with his infantry between his enemies and
Paris. But his generals protested that Parma had
too great a start, that pursuit was useless. The
Swiss and some of the Germans refused to move till
they had received their arrears of pay, conduct so
much in accordance with the usual practice of these
hirelings, that we need not suppose it to have been
suggested to them by the traitors in the royal camp.

Farnese, suffering from his wound and from his
constitutional ill-health, hurried on past Paris, leav-
ing 1,500 Walloons to reinforce the Spanish garri-
son, and reached the Netherlands with an army
reduced to half its numbers by sickness or the sword.